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BLOOMFIELD, Michael

(b 28 July '44, Chicago; d 15 Feb. ‘81, San Francisco) Guitarist. Learned first-hand from
legendary Chicago blues greats. haunted clubs at the same time as Elvin Bishop and Paul
Butterfield, learning from Muddy Waters, Albert King, et al.; later played clubs with vocalist
Nick Gravenites, harmonica player Charlie Musselwhite. Joined Butterfield band '65 playing
lead guitar on first two LPs; they played Newport Folk Festival '65, backed Dylan; Bloomfield
played on Dylan hit single 'Like A Rolling Stone', LP Highway 61 Revisited. Formed Electric
Flag with Gravenites, R& B drummer Buddy Miles (b 5 Sep. '46, Omaha NE; later played with
Jimi Hendrix, formed Buddy Miles Express, formed own bands, toured with Santana), Barry
Goldberg, keyboards; Harvey Brooks, bass, and horns: first LP A Long Time Comin' ‘68 on
Columbia helped start trend (see Blood, Sweat and Tears, Chicago), but Bloomfield left and the
overweight group collapsed after next LP. (They did soundtrack for Roger Corman's The Trip
'69, butchered by Curb on a CD; Bloomfield appeared on one-off reunion The Band Kept
Playing '74 on Atlantic.) Super Session '68 with Al Kooper and Stephen Stills was a hoped-for
miracle at the time, later sounded pretentious in its excessively laid-back attitude; followed by
It's Not Killing Me and The Live Adventures Of Al Kooper And Michael Bloomfield '69 (the
latter on CD in an expanded version '97); Try It Before Y ou Buy It and Triumvirate, the last
with John Hammond Jr and Mac Rebbenack (as Dr John), both '73, all on Columbia; Mill
Valley Session 76 on Polydor. KGB '76 on MCA was alast attempt at a supergroup, with
Goldberg, vocalist Ray Kennedy, Rick Grech on bass, Carmine Appice, described by Robert
Christgau as 'heavy horseshit'. Among best musicians of genre/era, he rarely had an adequate
band backing him and was not a good singer. He gave up stardom, did film soundtracks (e.g.
Steelyard Blues'72, porn films) and lower-key LPs: If You Love These Blues, Play 'Em As
You Please '77 on Guitar Player (magazine) label nominated for a Grammy; also Analine and
Michael Bloomfield on Takoma, Count Talent And The Originals on Clouds, all '77; Between
The Hard Place And The Ground, Cruisin' For A Bruisin' and Living In The Fast Lane all '80--
81 on Waterhouse. Died of drug overdose. Cruisin' reissued '96 on Magnum with out-takes as
The Gospel Truth.
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BIOGRAPHY Ei

Michael Bloomfield was one of America's first great
white blues guitarists, earning his reputation on the
strength of his work in the Paul Butterfield Blues Band.

His expressive, fluid solo lines and prodigious
technique graced many other projects -- most notably
Bob Dylan's earliest electric forays -- and he also

pursued a solo career, with variable results.
Uncomfortable with the reverential treatment afforded
a guitar hero, Bloomfield tended to shy away from the
spotlight after spending just a few years in it; he
maintained a lower-visibility career during the '70s due
to his distaste for fame and his worsening drug
problems, which claimed his life in 1981. Michael
Bernard Bloomfield was born July 28, 1943, into a well-
off Jewish family on Chicago's North Side. A shy,
awkward loner as a child, he became interested in
music through the Southern radio stations he was able
to pick up at night, which gave him a regular source
for rockabilly, R&B, and blues. He received his first
guitar at his bar mitzvah and he and his friends began
sneaking out to hear electric blues on the South Side's
fertile club scene (with the help of their families’
maids). The young Bloomfield sometimes jumped on-
stage to jam with the musicians and the novelty of
such a spectacle soon made him a prominent
scenester. Dismayed with the turn his education was
taking, his parents sent him to a private boarding
school on the East Coast in 1958 and he eventually
graduated from a Chicago school for troubled youth.
By this time, he'd embraced the beatnik subculture,
frequenting hangout spots near the University of
Chicago. He got a job managing a folk club and
frequently booked veteran acoustic bluesmen; in the
meantime, he was also playing guitar as a session man
and around the Chicago club scene with several
different bands. In 1964, Bloomfield was discovered
through his session work by the legendary John
Hammond, who signed him to CBS; however, several
recordings from 1964 went unreleased as the label
wasn't sure how to market a white American blues
guitarist. In early 1965, Bloomfield joined several
associates in the Paul Butterfield Blues Band, a racially
integrated outfit with a storming, rock-tinged take on
Chicago’'s urban electric blues sound. The group's self-
titled debut for Elektra, released later that year, made
them a sensation in the blues community and helped
introduce white audiences to a less watered-down
version of the blues. Individually, Bloomfield's lead
guitar work was acclaimed as a perfectly logical bridge
between Chicago blues and contemporary rock. Later,
in 1965, Bloomfield was recruited for Bob Dylan's new
electrified backing band; he was a prominent presence
on the groundbreaking classic Highway 61 Revisited
and he was also part of Dylan's epochal plugged-in
performance at the 1965 Newport Folk Festival. In the
meantime, Bloomfield was developing an interest in
Eastern music, particularly the Indian raga form, and
his preoccupation exerted a major influence on the
next Butterfield alboum, 1966's East-West. Driven by

Bloomfield's jaw-dropping extended solos on his
instrumental title cut, East-West merged blues, jazz,
world music, and psychedelic rock in an unprecedented
fashion. The Butterfield band became a favorite live act
on the emerging San Francisco music scene and in
1967, Bloomfield quit the group to permanently
relocate there and pursue new projects. Bloomfield
quickly formed a new band called the Electric Flag with
longtime Chicago cohort Nick Gravenites on vocals.
The Electric Flag was supposed to build on the
innovations of East-West and accordingly featured an
expanded lineup complete with a horn section, which
allowed the group to add soul music to their laundry
list of influences. The Electric Flag debuted at the 1967
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Monterey Pop Festival and issued a proper debut
album, A Long Time Comin', in 1968. Critics
complimented the group's distinctive, intriguing sound,
but found the record itself somewhat uneven.
Unfortunately, the band was already disintegrating;
rivalries between members and shortsighted
management -- not to mention heroin abuse -- all took
their toll. Bloomfield himself left the band he'd formed
before their album was even released. He next hooked
up with organist Al Kooper, whom he'd played with in
the Dylan band, and cut Super Session, a jam-oriented
record that spotlighted his own guitar skills on one half
and those of Stephen Stills on the other. Issued in
1968, it received excellent reviews and moreover
became the best-selling album of Bloomfield's career.
Super Session's success led to a sequel, The Live

Adventures of Mike Bloomfield and Al Kooper, which

was recorded over three shows at the Fillmore West in
1968 and released the following year; it featured
Bloomfield's on-record singing debut. Bloomfield,
however, was wary of his commercial success and
growing disenchanted with fame. He was also tired of
touring and after recording the second album with
Kooper, he effectively retired for a while, at least from

high-profile activities. He did, however, continue to
work as a session guitarist and producer, and also
began writing and playing on movie soundtracks
(including some pornographic films by the Mitchell
Brothers). He played locally and occasionally toured
with Bloomfield and Friends, which included Nick

Gravenites and ex-Butterfield mate Mark Naftalin.

Additionally, he returned to the studio in 1973 for a
session with John Hammond and New Orleans pianist
Dr. John; the result, Triumvirate, was released on

Columbia, but didn't make much of a splash. Neither
did Bloomfield's 1974 reunion with Electric Flag and

neither did KGB, a short-lived supergroup with Barry
Goldberqg, Rik Grech (Traffic), and Carmine Appice that

recorded for MCA in 1976. During the late '70s,
Bloomfield recorded for several smaller labels
(including Takoma), usually in predominantly acoustic
settings; through Guitar Player magazine, he also put
out an instructional album with a vast array of blues
guitar styles, titled -If You Love These Blues, Play 'Em
as You Please. Unfortunately, Bloomfield was also
plagued by alcoholism and heroin addiction for much of
the '70s, which made him an unreliable concert
presence and slowly cost him some of his longtime
musical associations (as well as his marriage). By
1980, he had seemingly recovered enough to tour in
Europe; that November, he also appeared on-stage in
San Francisco with Bob Dylan for a rendition of "Like a

Rolling Stone." However, on February 15, 1981,
Bloomfield was found dead in his car of a drug
overdose; he was only 37. — Steve Huey, All Music
Guide
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Member Of &

Butterfield Blues Band, Electric Flag

Timeline

Born:

1943 in Chicago, IL

Died:

1981 in San Francisco, CA

Roots and Influences &

Blind Blake, B.B. King, Freddie King, T-Bone Walker,
Muddy Waters, Johnny Young

Followers Ed

David Belmont, John Bunzow, Robben Ford, Ryo
Kawasaki, Merl Saunders, Richard Thompson

Performed Songs By E
Matt King

Related Styles E

Blues-Rock, Acoustic Chicago Blues, Electric Chicago
Blues, Psychedelic, Modern Electric Chicago Blues, Jazz-
Rock
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BLOOMFIELD

Born: July 28, 1943
Died: February 15, 1981
Age: 38 years
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Discography

7" Single
MICHAEL BLOOMFIELD

"Analine"/"Peepin’ An' A Moanin' Blues" (Takoma B-5059), 1977 Promo Single

BLOOMFIELD, HAMMOND & DR. JOHN

"The Trip" (non LP), (Playback CBS Custom label / AS51 ZSM 158374)

THE PAUL BUTTERFIELD BLUES BAND

"Come On In" (non LP)/"I Got A Mind To Give Up Living" (Elektra 45609)

THE CHICAGO LOOP

"(When She Needs Good Lovin) She Comes To Me"/"This Must Be The Place" (dyno-Voice 226), 1966

"Richard Corey"/"Cloudy" (dyno-Voice 230), 1967

12" LP

CHUCK BERRY
Fresh Berries (Chess 4506), Bloomfield guitar un-credited

BEAVER AND KRAUSE
Gandharva ( Warner Bros. WS-1909), 1971, 1 song

MICHAEL BLOOMFIELD

American Hero (Thunderbolt THBL-100), 1984, bootleg

Analine (Takoma B-1059), 1977

Between The Hard Place And The Ground (Takoma 7070), 1979
Bloomfield-A Retrospective (Columbia C2-37578), 1983, Two
Record Set

Count Talent And the Originals (Clouds 8005), 1978

Cruisin' For A Bruisin' (Takoma 7091), 1981

If You Love These Blues, Play 'Em As You Please(Guitar Player
3002), 1976

I'm With You Always (Demon Fiend-92), 1987, Recorded live 1977
McCabes, LA

Initial Shock (Cobra 010), 1989, Italian bootleg, Reissue of Red, Hot

& Blue bootleg

It's Not Killing Me (Columbia KH-30395), 1970

Live Adventures (Masters 20784), bootleg, Dutch release of
American Hero

Live In Italy (Mama Barley 001), 1980, Italian bootleg

Living In The Fast Lane (Waterhouse 11), 1980

Michael Bloomfield (Takoma 7063), 1978

Red, Hot & Blue (United Distributors Lyrics, Ltd. UDL 2328 UDL
2322), 1981, bootleg

MICHAEL BLOOMFIELD, NICK GRAVENITES, MARK NAFTALIN
ET AL.

Live At Bill Graham's Fillmore West (Columbia CS-9893), 1969,
more on My Labors

MICHAEL BLOOMFIELD, NICK GRAVENITES, PAUL
BUTTERFIELD, MARIA MULDAUR
Steelyard Blues (Warner Bros. BS-2662), 1972, movie soundtrack

MICHAEL BLOOMFIELD/JOHN PAUL HAMMOND/DR. JOHN
Triumverate (Columbia RC-32172), 1973

MICHAEL BLOOMFIELD/WOODY HARRIS
Bloomfield/Harris (Kicking Mule 164), 1979

BARRY GOLDBERG

Barry Goldberg and Friends (Record Man CR-5105), 1969

Barry Goldberg And Friends Live (Buddah BDS-5684), 1976
Blasts From My Past (Buddah BDS-5081), 1971

Two Jews Blues (Buddah BDS-5029), 1969 Listed as "the Great"

NICK GRAVENITES
My Labors (Columbia CS-9899), 1969

JOHN HAMMOND
Mirrors (Vanguard VSD-7924), 1968, 2 songs
So Many Roads (Vanguard VSD-7917), 1965

WOODY HERMAN
Brand New (Fantasy 8414), 1971, 4 songs

JANIS JOPLIN
| Got Dem OI' Kozmic Blues Again Mama! (Columbia KCS-9913),
1969

KGB
KGB (MCA 2166), 1976

KINGFISH
Kingfish (Relix RRLP2005), 1973, 1 song w/ John Lee Hooker

SAM LAY
Sam Lay In Bluesland (Blue Thumb BTS-14), 1970

MELTON, LEVY AND THE DEY BROS.
Melton, Levy And The Dey Bros. (Columbia KC31279), 1972

MILL VALLEY BUNCH
Casting Pearls (Verve V68825), 1973 a.k.a. Mill Valley Session on
Polydor

MOBY GRAPE
Grape Jam (Columbia MGS-1), 1969, w/ Wow, 1 song

MOTHER EARTH
Living With The Animals (Mercury SR-61194), 1969, as Makel
Blumfeld, 1 song

CHARLIE MUSSELWHITE
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MIKE BLOOMFIELD/AL KOOPER

The Live Adventures of Mike Bloomfield And Al Kooper (Columbia
KGB-6), 1969

Super Session (Columbia CS-9701), 1968

Super Session (MFSL 1-178), half-speed master

More Live Adventures (Better Days 002), 1974, bootleg, Bottom
Line, NYC

BREWER AND SHIPLEY
Weeds (Kama Sutra 2016), 1969

THE PAUL BUTTERFIELD BLUES BAND

East-West (Elektra EKS-7315), 1967

The Paul Butterfield Blues Band (Elektra K-294), 1965
Golden Butter (Elektra 2005)

DICK CAMPBELL
Sings Where It's At (Mecury SR61060), 1965

JAMES COTTON

Cotton In Your Ears (Verve FTS-3060)

James Cotton (Verve FTS-3023), 1967, Bloomfield co-produced
Taking Care of Business (Capital SM814), 3 songs

MICHAEL D'ABO
Broken Rainbows (A&M 3634), 1974 1 song

TIM DAVIS
Take Me As | Am ( Metromedia BML1-175), 1972, 2 songs

BOB DYLAN

Highway 61 Revisited (Columbia CS-9189), 1965

Highway 61 Revisited (Columbia CS-9189), 1965 w/ alternate "From
A Buick 6"

Stealin' (Berkeley 2010), bootleg, Highway 61 Revisited outtakes

ELECTRIC FLAG

A Long Time Comin' (Columbia CS-9597), 1967

The Band Played On (Atlantic SD-18112), 1974

The Trip (Sidewalk/Tower ST 5908), 1967, Reissue Edsel ED211

SLEEPY JOHN ESTES
Broke and Hungry (Delmark DS-608), 1964

MILLIE FOSTER
Feels The Spirit (MGM SE4897), 1972

Leave The Blues To Us (Capital 11450), 1975

PETER, PAUL AND MARY
Album (Warner Bros. WS-16481965), 1 song

YANK RACHELL
Mandolin Blues (Delmark DL-606), 1963

OTIS RUSH
Mourning In The Morning (Cotillion SD-9006), 1969, Bloomfield co-
produced

MITCH RYDER
What Now My Love (Dyno-voice DY-31901), 1967

SOUTHERN COMFORT
Southern Comfort (Columbia 1011), 1971

THE USUAL SUSPECTS
The Usual Suspects (Tomistoma), 1981, 1 song

VARIOUS ARTISTS

Chicago Breakdown (Takoma 7071), 1980, 1 song, w/ Little Brother
Montgomery

Fathers and Sons (Chess LPS-127), 1969

Folk Song '65 (Electra S-78), 1965, Butterfield Blues Band, alternate
"Born In Chicago"

Newport Folk Festival 1965 (Vanguard VRS-9225), 1965, Butterfield
Blues Band, live "Mellow Down Easy"

Rare Blues (Takoma 7081),1980, 1 song, w/ Little Brother
Montgomery

San Francisco Blues Festival, (Jefferson BL 602), 1 song live, 1976
What's Shakin' (Electra KL-4002), 1966, reissue Edsel ED249,
Butterfield Blues Band, 5 songs

You Are What You Eat (Columbia OS-3240), 1969 1 song

EDDIE "CLEANHEAD" VINSON
Cherry Red (Bluesway/ABC BL-6007), 1967

THE ZEET BAND
Moogie Woogie (Chess 1545), 1969

CD
BEAVER AND KRAUSE

In A Wild Sanctuary/Gandharva (Warner Brothers Archives 9362-45663-2)

MICHAEL BLOOMFIELD

A True Soul Brother (Skyranch SRM 652328), French
American Hero (Thunderbolt CDTB-1009), British bootleg
Best Of Mike Bloomfield (Takoma 7115), out of print

Between A Hard Place And The Ground (Thunderbolt CDTB-076), British bootleg, partial reissue of Red, Hot And Blue LP

Blues, Gospel And Ragtime Guitar Instrumentals (Shanachie 99007)

Cruisin' For A Bruisin' (Takoma 7091), mastered at the wrong speed, sounds awful, out of print

Don't Say That | Ain't Your Man! Essential Blues 1964-1969 (Columbia/Legacy CK57631)

I'm With You Always (Demon-Fiend CD92), British, Recorded Live at McCabes

Initial Shock (Cobra 001), Italian bootleg (not the U.S. Cobra label), partial reissue of Red, Hot And Blue LP

Living In The Fast Lane (ERA 5006-2), substitutes "Sammy Knows How To Party" for "Maudie"

Living In The Fast Lane (Line LICD9.00395), German, includes "Maudie," doesn't have "Sammy Knows How To Party"
RX For The Blues (Eclipse 64736-2), bootleg, same as American Hero

RX For The Blues (Success 22540cd), EEC import, bootleg, partial reissue of American Hero and Electric Flag Live

The Gospel Of Blues (Laserlight 12 356)
The Root Of Blues (Laserlight 12 357)

Try It Before You Buy It (CBS Special Products A21265), Licensed and distributed by One Way Records, out of print
Uncle Bob's Barrelhouse Blues (Pulsar PULS 013), EEC import, bootleg, partial reissue of Red, Hot And Blue LP

MICHAEL BLOOMFIELD/JOHN PAUL HAMMOND/DR. JOHN
Triumvirate (Columbia RC-32172)

MIKE BLOOMFIELD/AL KOOPER

More Live Adventures Of Al Kooper And Mike Bloomfield (Four Aces Records FAR 009), Italian bootleg, The Bottom Line, New York City,

March 31, 1974
Super Session (Columbia CS-9701)

Super Session (Columbia CK-64611 0), Gold, "MasterSound" disc, includes 1 bonus track
The Live Adventures Of Mike Bloomfield And Al Kooper (Columbia KGB-6), Japan, 2 CDs

The Live Adventures Of Mike Bloomfield And Al Kooper (Edsel CD261), British, 1 CD, minus Elvin Bishop-"No More Lonely Nights"



THE PAUL BUTTERFIELD BLUES BAND

East-West (Elektra 7315-2)

Strawberry Jam (Winner 446), live

The Original Lost Elektra Sessions (Elektra/Rhino R2 73505)
The Paul Butterfield Blues Band (Elektra 7294-2)

JAMES COTTON
Best Of The Verve Years (Verve 314 527 371-2)

BOB DYLAN

Bob Dylan Live W/ The Band, Al Kooper And Mike Bloomfield
(Document DR 015 CD), bootleg

The Bootleg Series (Columbia C3K 47382)

Farewell Bloomfield (Cuttlefish records CR004/CR005), live
11/15/80 Warfield San Francisco, Mike on 2 songs, bootleg
Highway 61 Revisited (Columbia CK9189)

Highway 61 Revisited (DCC GZS-1021), gold CD

Highway 61 Revisited Again (92-BD-09-04), bootleg

Live In Newport 1965 (Document DR 004 CD), Mike on 3 songs,
bootleg

Thin Wild Mercury Music (Spank Records SP 105), bootleg

ELECTRIC FLAG

A Long Time Comin' (Columbia CK9597), w/ unreleased tracks

Old Glory: The Best Of The Electric Flag (Columbia/Legacy
CK57629), w/ unreleased tracks

The Electric Flag - Live (Thunderbolt CDTB 1006), British bootleg
The Trip (Curb Records D2-77863), only 12 of the original 18 songs

SLEEPY JOHN ESTES
Broke and Hungry (Delmark DD-608)

BARRY GOLDBERG

Barry Goldberg and Friends (Sequel nex cd 160)

Barry Goldberg & Friends Live (Unidisc BDK 5684)

Nothin' But The Best Of The Blues (Laserlight 17 058)

Nothin' But The Blues (Laserlight 17 057), reissue Barry Goldberg
And Friends Live

Two Jews Blues (One Way Records OW 27672)

JOHN HAMMOND
Best Of John Hammond (Vanguard VCD 11/12)

JANIS JOPLIN
| Got Dem OI' Kozmic Blues Again Mama! (Columbia CK9913)

MATT KELLY
A Wing And A Prayer (Relix RRCD2010), 1 song

KINGFISH
Double Dose (Relix RRCD2035), from LP Kingfish, 1 song w/ John
Lee Hooker

PERCY MAYFIELD
Blues Summit (Pilz 449300-2), 2 songs by Joe Turner w/ Mike
Bloomfield and Mark Naftalin, bootleg

TRACY NELSON
The Best Of Tracy Nelson/Mother Earth featuring "Down So Low"
(Reprise Archives 9 46232-2)

JOE TURNER

Shake, Rattle And Roll (Pilz 449319-2), live w/ Mike Bloomfield and
Mark Naftalin, bootleg

Joe Turner/Live (P-Vine PCD-908), live w/ Mike Bloomfield and Mark
Naftalin, bootleg

VARIOUS ARTISTS

Blues With A Feeling (Vanguard VCD2-77005), 3 songs live
Newport 65

Fathers And Sons (MCA CHD 92522)

Love Power-Hard To Find Hits Of The 60's sic / (Sequel Records
NEM CD 669), w/ "(When She Needs Good Lovin') She Comes To
Me" by The Chicago Loop

Monterey International Pop Festival (Rhino R270596), Electric Flag,
2 songs

Takoma Blues (Takoma CDP 72822), 2 songs w/ Little Brother
Montgomery

What's Shakin' (Elektra 9 61343-2), 5 songs by The Butterfield Blues
Band

You Are What You Eat (Columbia CK3240), 1 song by The Electric
Flag

EDDIE "CLEANHEAD" VINSON
Cherry Red (One Way Records MCAD 22169)

MUDDY WATERS
Muddy Waters - The Chess Box (MCA CHD 3-80002)

SAMPLES
BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE

If 60's Were 90's (Castle ESS CD 200), includes sample of Mike's address to the crowd at the Monterey Pop Festival

DIAMOND AND THE PSYCHOTIC NEUROTICS

Stunts, Blunts, & Hip Hop (Mercury 314-513934-2), "Check One, Two" contains sample of "Stop," from Super Session

MOVIE SOUNDTRACKS AND SONGS

Medium Cool

Sneakers, features songs from Super Session
Steelyard Blues

The Trip

You Are What You Eat

Background music for various Mitchell Brothers films

Festival

*kkkkk*%x

Discography compiled by Jan Mark Wolkin

DOCUMENTARY AND TV APPEARANCES

Bongo Wolf's Revenge
Blues Summit In Chicago with Muddy Waters, Nick Gravenites, et al.

Ready, Steady, Go, BBC, 1966, The Paul Butterfield Blues Band
Speakeasy, hosted by Chip Monk, Mike appeared with Al Kooper
Don Kirshner's Rock Concert, Bloomfield/Hammond/Dr. John
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